OPTIKID
OPTICS FOR CHIDREN

Golany Architects

Golany Architects is an interdisciplinary office based
in Tel Aviv, working on projects in the different
design disciplines as a continuous design process. The
office handles projects in Architecture, Landscape
Architecture, Interior Design and Urban Design.
Projects successfully completed by Golany Architects
include a high-tech campus of 45,000 sgm building
area, office buildings, residential buildings, public
buildings and urban design projects, along with interior
and furniture design.

The office principals are the husband and wife team
Yaron Golany and Galit Golany. Both graduated at
the Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning at
the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology. Golany
Architects is the direct continuation of their work
begun in 1991 in their firms Lavie-Golany Architects
and Town Planners and Golany Architects.

The projects of Golany Architects are characterised
by strong response to context, to its cultural and
environmental aspects. This leads to projects that are
varied in their formal and material qualities.

Gail and Ron have spent seven years working in the
UK and Australia, where simultaneous with work on
innovative architectural projects, they also taught
Architecture at several Universities. Since their recent
return to Israel, they have continued their intensive

work at Golany Architects.
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PROJECT

Location Universal Trade Centre, Arbuthnot Road,
Central, HongKong

Scope Concept, Scheme, and Detail Design

Total Area 160m*

Design Studio Georges Hung(formerly AtelierBlur)-
Georges Hung Architecte D.P.L.G., Priestman Architects
HK

Design Assistant Edward Du

Client Babysteps limited, member of HK Focus Media
Network Limited

Photographer Jason Findley

OptiKid is a chain of stores, dedicated to optics for
children,

Golany Architects' branding project for OptiKid
involved the challenge of creating spaces that will be
distin ctive and recognisable, and be imaginative and
pleasant for the children and their parents. Apparently
children do not like the idea of getting glasses, and
therefore the stores are designed to be spaces the
children will look forward to visiting.

The selling process takes place while the children play
and paint, without really being aware too much to the
glasses. Even the mural is designed to check the vision
of the children in a playful way, by counting or finding
certain objects. This makes these stores look more like
play rooms, rather than commercial spaces.

The stores are designed for the eye level of the
children, to be at the level of the painted scenery,
while the ceiling is like the sky that continues the
painted sky. The mural in the first store was painted
by us.

Attention and sensitivity towards the different way
child ren perceive the world led the design process.
The success of the first store in Tel Aviv has led to

expansion to 4 stores today.
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